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I am a PhD candidate at Utrecht University. I am doing research on the effect of in-class debates on second language acquisition and critical thinking. 
Research has attributed many benefits to debates in the first language context, including their positive impact on language proficiency. Yet their effects on language proficiency and critical thinking in the second/foreign language context have been left largely unexplored while the implications have been claimed to be promising. This study, therefore, tries through conducting a number of interventions to track the potential effect debates in the second language can have on different skills and aspects of language performance and critical thinking of Dutch secondary school students.
This longitudinal study will potentially have significant implications for different dimensions of second/foreign language pedagogy. We anticipate that the findings would provide us with insights into the scope of the effect that tasks possessing characteristics, like interactions governed by competitiveness and skills integration can have on language development and critical thinking. 
 
Supervisors
Prof.dr. Rick de Graaff
Dr. Daniel Janssen 
Grant 
NWO
Contact 
a.elmajidi@uu.nl 
Invited talks 
Debating in English: attractive and instructive. ICLON (Leiden University): Good Practice Day Talen 29 January 2016. 
Presentations
 Debate: an innovative teaching tool facilitative of effective FL learning. Anela, 2017. 
Publications 
el Majidi, A., de Graaff, R., & Janssen, D. (2015a). Debatteren in het Engels. Leerzame ingrediënten in de ogen van leerlingen. Levende Talen Tijdschrift, 16(1), 24-33. 
el Majidi, A., de Graaff, R., & Janssen, D. (2015b). Invest in What Energizes Students to Learn: Investigating Students’ Attitude towards Debate in the Foreign Language Classroom. Journal of Language Teaching and Research, 6(5), 924-932. 
el Majidi, A., de Graaff, R., & Janssen, D. (in press). Perceived effect of in-class debates in second language learning. The European Journal of Applied Linguistics and TEFL.
image1.jpeg




